l awrie Indith

From: Patrick Woolsey <patrick.woolsey@ylsclinics.org>

b Monday, April 10, 2017 11:58 AM

To: FOIA HQ

Cc: Yumehiko Hoshijima; Marianne Engelman-Lado

Subject: FOIA Request RE 2000 Draft Revised Title VI Guidance [WARNING- DKTM validatinn
failed]

Attachments: FOIA Request RE 2000 Draft Revised Title VI Guidance 4-10-17

Dear Freedom of Information Officer,

Attached please find a Freedom of Information Act request submitted on behalf of the Sierra Club and the West
End Revitalization Association to request public disclosure of any and all comments submitted to the
Environmental Protection Agency on two draft revised guidance documents released by EPA in 2000, specifically
the Draft Title VI Guidance for EPA Assistance Recipients Administering Environmental Permitting Programs
(Draft Recipient Guidance) and Draft Revised Guidance for Investigating Title VI Administrative Complaints
Challenging Permits (Draft Revised Investigation Guidance); Notice, 65 Fed. Reg. 39,650 (June 27, 2000).

Please see the attached PDF for the full request and relevant details, including the precise scope and dates for the
request, as well as a fee waiver request and supporting information.

In the event that you have any questions concerning the type of materials we request, or have concerns
regarding the scope of the request, please contact Mr. Yumehiko Hoshijima by e-mail at
yume.hoshijima@ylsclinics.org or by telephone at (858) 926-9259.

Thank you for your assistance in this matter.
Sincerely,
Marianne Engelman-Lado
Yume Hoshijima
atrick Woolsey
Yale Law School Environmental Justice Clinic

127 Wall Street
New Haven, CT 06511












Factor 3: Disclosure of the Requested Records Will Contribute to the Understanding of a
Broad Audience Interested in EPA’s Compliance Activities Associated with Title VI of the
Civil Rights Act.

Disclosure will “contribute to the understanding” of a broad audience interested in EPA’s
Title VI compliance activities, environmental justice, and civil rights. Both of the requesters have
staff and members who work at the intersection of civil rights and environmental protection.
Both of the requesters have a strong interest in Title VI as a tool that may be used to protect
vulnerable communities, especially communities of color.

Both organizations have the capacity and intention to disseminate the requested
information to (1) their members, supporters, and partnering organizations, (2) policymakers at
varying levels of government interested in promoting civil rights compliance, and (3) members
of the news media, who will in turn may disseminate the information more broadly to the public.

The Sierra Club is a 501(c)(4) nonprofit organization and one of the largest
environmental organizations in the world. The Sierra Club has several programs that work to
integrate social justice and environmental protection. See
http://www sierraclub.org/environmental-justice. Many of the Sierra Club’s policy experts and
lawyers work to protect communities of color that are disproportionately burdened by pollution,
and therefore have a strong interest in enforcement of Title VI of the Civil Rights Act. The Sierra
Club is currently a party in public interest litigation challenging EPA’s failure to meet statutory
deadlines for issuance of preliminary findings and recommendations in Title VI investigations
and alleging a pattern and practice of unlawfully withholding and unreasonably delaying action
on open Title VI complaints.

The Sierra Club is able to disseminate its knowledge through many channels. For
example, the Sierra Club has a number of physical and electronic newsletters, including the
Sierra Magazine, and disseminates informational resources to its members and the wider public.
See also http://www sierraclub.org. The Sierra Club hosts many informational events for the
public, and its lawyers and policy experts—many of whom work on environmental justice
issues—frequently attend events and conferences to educate other public interest organizations,
members of the media, and the public. The Sierra Club also has extensive contacts with
international, national, regional, and local news organizations.

The West End Revitalization Association, a recipient of EPA’s 2008 Environmental
Justice Achievement Award, has a long track record of addressing environmental health hazards
affecting low-income communities in North Carolina. WERA leads numerous community
education and outreach initiatives and training sessions, empowering communities to reduce and
remove environmental pollution from their communities. WERA disseminates its information
through training workshops for community members; participation in major public health
conferences, workshops, and seminars; participation in government initiatives that seek to collect
information from community organizations; and outreach to local and regional news
organizations. See https://archive.epa.gov/compliance/environmentaljustice/awards/web/pdf/
wera.pdf.












